Re-opening Plan
SMCA 2020/2021

St. Michel’s Christian Academy (SMCA) hopes that you and your family are healthy and
well. In preparation for the new school year, we are committed to a safe and complete
return on Thursday, August 27, 2020, and we are preparing for full in-person instruction.
We have been monitoring the spread of the COVID-19 virus in Orange County and have
created a plan to do our part to stay healthy and return to life as close to normal as
possible. The nine-point plan that follows is subject to change depending on future
developments. However, we believe it should allow our students to return to the St.
Michael’s campus we deeply love and value.

St. Michael’s Christian Academy

Schedule
Since SMCA is such a small school, we should be able to enjoy a fairly regular daily schedule
with classes beginning at 8:00 AM and ending at 3:00 PM for all grades. At the same time, we
will be staggering our classroom schedules to avoid unnecessary physical contact. For
example, breaks between classes will be at different times for each grade level. The same will
be implemented for our lunch schedules. More details about the exact times for breaks and
lunches will be published as we get closer to the beginning of the school year.

Healthy Hygiene
As part of our curriculum and to prevent the spread of COVID-19, SMCA will be teaching and
encouraging healthy habits that reflect the guidelines of the Orange County Health
Department. These guidelines and habits include the following:
•

Wash hands every time before and after eating; after coughing or sneezing; after being outside; and
before and after using the restroom.

•

Wash hands for 20 seconds with soap, rubbing thoroughly after application, and use paper towels to dry
hands thoroughly.

•

Faculty and staff will model and practice hand washing, especially for lower elementary grade levels; will
use bathroom time as an opportunity to reinforce and monitor proper hand washing.

•

Use tissue to wipe nose and cough/sneeze inside a tissue or elbow.

•

Additional hand-sanitizing stations will be added to all classrooms and other locations throughout the
campus.

•

Teachers will implement a schedule for hand-washing routines by grade level at staggered intervals to
avoid overcrowding.

Cleaning Protocols
To reduce the transmission of disease, especially COVID-19, SMCA has taken the following
cleaning measures:
•

Frequently touched surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected daily, and protocols for periodic disinfection
throughout the day will be implemented in each classroom. Frequently touched surfaces to be
disinfected include, but are not limited to door handles, light switches, sink handles, bathroom surfaces,
tables, desks, and chairs.

•

The use of drinking fountains will be minimized. Faculty, staff, and students are asked to bring either a
full reusable water bottle or disposable single-use water bottles. Please write your child’s name on his/
her water bottle to assist in minimizing transmission of disease.

•

Playground equipment will be disinfected on a regular basis.

•

In classrooms, teachers will limit shared objects as much as possible. For most activities, students will
have their own material (crayons, scissors, pens, pencils, etc.) to avoid the use of shared objects. When
shared objects are used, they will be cleaned and disinfected per established guidelines.

•

All cleaning products are approved for use against COVID-19 by the Orange County Health Department.

Distancing Guidelines
SMCA will provide the same in-person learning environment students and families have
always enjoyed, with the following common-sense protocols in place:
•

As previously described, break and lunch schedules are being adjusted to avoid congestion in common
areas.

•

Desks and student seating will be spread out as much as reasonably possible within each classroom.
Teachers and staff will reinforce standards for social distancing and reducing shared use of materials as
much as is practicable.

•

Teachers will implement procedures for turning in school work that minimize contact.

Face Coverings
At this time, students, faculty, and staff will not be required to wear face coverings at all times
while on campus, as allowed by exemption in state guidelines. We will continue to monitor
the COVID-19 pandemic and make adjustments as necessary. The following guidelines will be
in place for the beginning of the school year:
•

All faculty, staff, students, and visitors will be required to have a face covering in their possession while
on campus. Students may be asked to wear face coverings in circumstances throughout the day when
close physical proximity is unavoidable.

•

All faculty, staff, and students who prefer to wear a face covering at any time are welcome to do so.

•

The use of face coverings has been a topic of much debate, and SMCA expects all members of our
community to respect each individual’s perspective.

Checking for Signs and Symptoms
Being vigilant about stopping the spread of COVID-19 is critical to our ability to continue oncampus learning in an uninterrupted manner. SMCA plans to begin the year with the
following protocols in place:

Symptom-Free Declaration
All parents and/or students will be asked to declare if the student has displayed any of the
following symptoms within the past 24 hours:
•

Fever above 100.4 ̊F or chills

•

Loss of taste or smell

•

Cough

•

Sore throat

•

Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing

•

Congestion or runny nose

•

Fatigue

•

Nausea or vomiting

•

Muscle or body aches

•

Diarrhea

•

Headache

If yes to any of the above, students will be asked to stay home until symptom-free for 24 hours.

Checking for Signs and Symptoms
Temperature Checks
School personnel will be stationed at entrances and will conduct temperature checks with a
no-touch thermometer. Per health department guidelines, anyone with a fever of 100.4 ̊F or
higher, a cough, or any COVID-19 symptoms will not be allowed to attend until symptom-free
for 24 hours.

Stay-at-Home Policy
•

We will be encouraging anyone who is sick or has been in close contact with someone diagnosed with
COVID-19 to stay at home. Students will not be penalized for missing school and plans have been
developed for educating who have to attend remotely.

•

Teachers who need to stay at home will have lessons prepared in advance. Substitute teachers will be
utilized, but, when possible, teachers will connect to the classroom via video conferencing to provide
instruction in concert with the substitute teacher.

Protocols for Positive
COVID-19 Tests
In the event that a faculty member, staff member, or student tests positive for COVID-19, the
following measures will be taken:
•

Any person testing positive for COVID-19 will be required to stay home for 14 days and test negative at
the end of that time period. No person will be allowed to return to school without verification of a
negative test result.

•

The privacy of any individual testing positive will be maintained in accordance with FERPA requirements.

•

Any person in close proximity to the person who tested positive will be notified that they could have been
exposed and instructed to monitor themselves for the development of symptoms.

Hybrid Learning Plan
SMCA intends to operate in a 100% on-campus model for the entirety of the 2020/2021
school year. This plan is subject to change depending on state or federal mandates, but we
are prepared to educate our students without interruption in any circumstance.

Anticipating the needs of each SMCA family, we are prepared to deliver instruction to
students remotely using technology that will allow students to participate in daily instruction
and not fall behind. Students who exhibit COVID-19 symptoms and parents who believe it
best for their children to continue distance learning will be able to connect to the classroom
remotely via their school-issued device from home. More information about distance
learning will be published in the near future.

Partial or Total Closures
In the event of a moderate outbreak of COVID-19 cases at SMCA, we are prepared to follow
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines for a short term (2-5 day) closure of the school
facility. If this occurs, we will continue to deliver instruction using an updated version of the
distance learning model we developed this past school year. We will return to the classroom
promptly when we have assessed the situation and taken appropriate measures to halt the
spread of the virus.
Throughout this summer, our faculty has been working to adjust and improve our means of
distance learning to prepare for the wide range of scenarios that could unfold this fall. We are
developing best practices based on student and parent input from this past year. The exciting
result is that we are prepared to improve instruction regardless of the model.
SMCA has an incredible group of teachers who are ready to make this year a truly excellent
experience for our entire school. We look forward to partnering with you, and we will
continue to update you on details as we monitor developments over the course of the
summer. We are praying for your family and we cannot wait to be together again this fall.*

*Many thanks to the administration of Capistrano Valley Christian School (CVCS) for allowing us to use much of their re-opening
plan.

